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Celebrating Outgoing and Incoming Leadership

1

engine for opportunity, innovation, and economic
growth across metro Atlanta.

The Board of Trustees and the entire ARCHE
community offer their deepest thanks for his service
as the 2025-2026 Chair and his continued presence
on the ARCHE Executive Committee.

ARCHE is honored to introduce Kathy Schwaig,
President of Kennesaw State University, as the new
Chair of the ARCHE Board of Trustees, effective July
1, 2026. President Schwaig brings over two decades
of experience and leadership in higher education to
her service on the Board. Under her leadership, KSU
has made significant investments in academic and
research infrastructure, increased external research
awards by 81%, doubled research expenditures, and
boosted annual fundraising by more than 300%.

President Schwaig will lead the Board of Trustees and
the ARCHE Executive Committee elected at the May
4, 2026 ARCHE Spring Board of Trustees meeting.

ARCHE extends its sincere appreciation to George T.
French, president of Clark Atlanta University, who
concludes the 2025-2026 term as chair of the ARCHE
Board of Trustees.

Working closely with fellow member presidents and
ARCHE staff, he encouraged collaboration among
Atlanta's public and private colleges and universities
while keeping the consortium focused on its central
mission: demonstrating the collective value of higher
education and helping member institutions accomplish
more together.

Under French's guidance and thoughtful leadership,
ARCHE strengthened connections across its
member institutions and elevated the regional
impact of higher education through a study based
on Atlanta's prominence in national higher
education. 

This work supports a community of institutions
serving more than 252,000 students and awarding
over 55,000 degrees annually - a powerful

https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
https://www.atlantahighered.org/
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ARCHE Spring Board of Trustees Meeting at Clark Atlanta

VP Marketing and Communications at Georgia State

VP Student Affairs group at Georgia State

ARCHE Cross Registration Committee at Georgia Tech

https://www.atlantahighered.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
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ARCHE 2025-2026 Recap

Publications - ARCHE published Higher
Education in America’s Metropolitan Areas
and Atlanta’s Prominence, a comprehensive
national study assessing higher education
capacity in the 45 largest U.S. metropolitan
regions. This study highlights areas in which
Atlanta ranks among the nation’s top 5 in
key indicators of enrollment, undergraduate
and graduate awarded degrees, and finance
metrics. Atlanta now ranks among the top
metropolitan areas in the United States for
academic research, STEM degree production
and educational attainment.  ARCHE further
includes a regional profile that gives a
perspective on how Atlanta compares and
excels within the larger southeast region.
Included throughout the report are
perspectives of ARCHE member college and
university presidents on the role and impact
of Atlanta colleges and universities in the
region’s economy and quality of life.

Cross Registration - ARCHE’s signature
Cross Registration Program allows students
at member institutions to broaden their
academic experience by registering for
courses at other member colleges and
universities. It shares the vast resources of
ARCHE member specialties by offering
students access to courses not offered at
their home institution and allows them a
chance to experience a different campus
environment. In 2025, over 500 students
enrolled in ARCHE cross registration.   

Interlibrary Lending - Collectively, the
libraries of ARCHE member institutions
contain millions of volumes and countless
periodicals, journals and other print and
electronic educational resources. Through
ARCHE, these vast resources are shared
among member institutions’ students and
faculty. Member institutions also collaborate
with the region’s major non-university
libraries and archives through ARCHE. The
ARCHE ILL (Interlibrary Loan and Lending)
van service runs three days a week between
member institutions and participating
affiliated libraries. In 2025, the ARCHE van
fulfilled more than 14,000 requests.
 
Convenings - ARCHE regularly arranges
convenings of key individuals across member
institutions. These meetings provide each
group the ability to build relationships,
identify shared goals and challenges,
opportunities to problem solve, and identify
collaborative opportunities.
 In the 2025-2026 academic year, ARCHE
arranged 12 meetings that served the
following groups – ARCHE Presidents, VP
Marketing and Communications, Chief
Academic Officers, VP Student Affairs,
General Legal Counsel, Library Directors, and
our ILL and Cross Registration Committees.

https://www.atlantahighered.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
https://www.atlantahighered.org/reports/
https://www.atlantahighered.org/reports/
https://www.atlantahighered.org/reports/
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MEMBER NEWS ROUNDUP

Agnes Scott College Featured in Global Heritage and Climate Initiative 
Agnes Scott College has been recognized as a featured case study in the Heritage Now!
Campaign and as a member of the Decarbonizing the Built Environment Through Heritage
(DBTH) Advisory Group. July 20, 2026

Agnes Scott College Named a Top Producer of Gilman Scholars  
Agnes Scott College has been recognized as a top producer of Benjamin A. Gilman
International Scholarship recipients. Since 2012, Agnes Scott has produced 65 Gilman
Scholars. May 12, 2026

Economics faculty member selected as Fulbright U.S. Scholar

Fassil Fanta, Ph.D., a professor of finance and economics at Brenau University in the
Jacobs College of Business and Media. June 2, 2026

Brenau announces Jacobs College of Business and Media
Brenau University announces the naming of the Jacobs College of Business and Media,
recognizing the family’s enduring philanthropic support of the institution, their legacy of
community service, and their role as pioneers who have shaped the media landscape for
77 years. April 14, 2026
Competitive Cheer wins third title at NCA National Championships

The Brenau competitive cheerleading team reaffirmed its claim as one of the nation’s elite
cheerleading squads by securing its third consecutive national championship at the 2026
National Cheerleading Association NAIA All-Girl Championship. April 14, 2026

 USPTO selects Georgia and Alabama HBCU and MSI innovation ecosystems for
Southeast Community Engagement Office expansion

Regionally specialized innovation ecosystem partnerships to serve as nodes of university
research excellence and engagement with Historically Black Colleges and Universities and
Minority-Serving Institutions.

Clark Atlanta University Establishes Endowed Sustainability Professorship with
$500,000 Southern Company Grant 

Grant Underscores CAU as a Leader in Environmental Politics and Sustainable Urban
Planning. July 22, 2026

Christopher L. Augostini named 22nd president of Emory University

Christopher L. Augostini, Emory’s current executive vice president and chief operating
officer, joined the university in 2017. He has been elected by a unanimous vote of the
Board of Trustees to serve as Emory’s 22nd president. May 28, 2026

https://www.atlantahighered.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
https://news.agnesscott.org/agnes-scott-in-the-news/agnes-scott-college-featured-in-global-heritage-and-climate-initiative/
https://news.agnesscott.org/press-releases/agnes-scott-college-named-a-top-producer-of-gilman-scholars/
https://www.brenau.edu/news/economics-faculty-member-fanta-selected-as-fulbright-u-s-scholar/
https://www.brenau.edu/academics/business-media/
https://www.brenau.edu/news/brenau-announces-jacobs-college-of-business-and-media/
https://www.brenau.edu/news/competitive-cheer-wins-third-title-at-nca-national-championships/
https://brenautigers.com/sports/cheer/index
https://www.cau.edu/news/uspto-selects-georgia-and-alabama-hbcu-and-msi-innovation-ecosystems-southeast-community
https://www.cau.edu/news/uspto-selects-georgia-and-alabama-hbcu-and-msi-innovation-ecosystems-southeast-community
https://www.cau.edu/news/clark-atlanta-university-establishes-endowed-sustainability-professorship-500000-southern
https://www.cau.edu/news/clark-atlanta-university-establishes-endowed-sustainability-professorship-500000-southern
https://news.emory.edu/stories/2026/05/christopher-l-augostini-named-22nd-president-emory-university


5atlantahighered.org

NEWS FROM ARCHE SUMMER 2026

MEMBER NEWS ROUNDUP

Georgia Gwinnett College to Offer First Masters Degree

Georgia Gwinnett College (GGC) has received approval from the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to offer its first graduate
degree, the Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) in Secondary Education, with the first cohort
beginning in Spring 2027.  

Outsmarting Superbugs: From Brewing to Biofilms Outsmarting Superbugs: From
Brewing to Biofilms

Georgia Tech Receives Commitment to Launch New AI-Driven Health Innovation
Center

The Georgia Institute of Technology announces the creation of the Parker H. Petit Center
for AI-Driven Health Innovation, a new research center that will use artificial intelligence
(AI) to help predict, treat, and prevent disease. July 16, 2026

Former Chief Justice Harold Melton Joins Georgia State Law - Georgia State
University News - College…

Harold Melton, former chief justice of the Georgia Supreme Court and a partner at the law
firm Troutman Pepper Locke, will serve as the first expert-in-residence for the Georgia
State University College of Law, starting in July. May 11, 2026

GSU researchers recently received a U.S. patent for compounds inspired by gesho, an East
African plant traditionally under in brewing and folk medicine, that may help break down
antibiotic resistant superbugs. 

Kennesaw State advancing its research impact as new member of Georgia Research
Alliance

Kennesaw State University showcases global impact through the FIFA World Cup
2026

Georgia Gwinnett College Summer Enrollment Sets Record
Georgia Gwinnett College's (GGC) has achieved the highest summer enrollment in its 21-
year history. June 29, 2026

Kennesaw State University is expanding its commitment to conducting research that
accelerates innovation and economic growth across the state, as KSU has been admitted
as a member institution of the Georgia Research Alliance (GRA). May 20, 2026

Kennesaw State joins Oak Ridge Associated Universities research consortium

Kennesaw State University has joined the Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU)
consortium, strengthening its commitment to impactful research. March 25, 2026

As a training site partner for FIFA World Cup 2026™, Kennesaw State University played a
key role in supporting one of the world’s largest sporting events. The partnership
highlighted KSU’s growing influence and contribution to Atlanta’s successful hosting of
eight tournament matches and the resulting economic impact across the region. July 20,
2026

https://www.atlantahighered.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
https://www.ggc.edu/about-ggc/news/georgia-gwinnett-college-to-offer-first-masters-degree
https://news.gsu.edu/research-magazine/outsmarting-superbugs
https://news.gsu.edu/research-magazine/outsmarting-superbugs
https://news.gatech.edu/news/2026/07/16/georgia-tech-receives-commitment-launch-new-ai-driven-health-innovation-center
https://news.gatech.edu/news/2026/07/16/georgia-tech-receives-commitment-launch-new-ai-driven-health-innovation-center
https://news.gsu.edu/2026/05/11/former-chief-justice-harold-melton-joins-georgia-state-law/
https://news.gsu.edu/2026/05/11/former-chief-justice-harold-melton-joins-georgia-state-law/
https://t.gsu.edu/4voLVhs
https://www.kennesaw.edu/news/stories/2026/ksu-advancing-research-impact-georgia-research-alliance.php
https://www.kennesaw.edu/news/stories/2026/ksu-advancing-research-impact-georgia-research-alliance.php
https://www.kennesaw.edu/news/stories/2026/ksu-showcases-global-impact-through-fifa-world-cup.php
https://www.kennesaw.edu/news/stories/2026/ksu-showcases-global-impact-through-fifa-world-cup.php
https://www.ggc.edu/about-ggc/news/georgia-gwinnett-college-summer-enrollment-sets-record
https://www.kennesaw.edu/news/stories/2026/ksu-oak-ridge-associated-universities-research-consortium.php
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Mercer demolishes Connell Student Center - The Den
Building for BEARS Project Advances   making way for a modern, newly reimagined
gathering space that will enhance students’ living, dining and learning experiences on the
Macon campus. July 6, 2026

 U.S. News ranks Mercer among best graduate medical schools

Morehouse School of Medicine Celebrates 2026 Match Day Results 

MSM celebrated significant accomplishments at Match Day on March 20, 2026.  These
achievements reflect MSM's commitment to training physicians dedicated to health
equity, ensuring they are well-prepared to address the needs of their communities.
March 23, 2026

Mercer rose seven spots to No. 20 in Most Graduates Practicing in Primary Care and rose
23 spots to No. 27 in Most Graduates Practicing in Medically Underserved Areas. April 7,
2026

Oglethorpe, Kennesaw State Expand Pathways to Physics and Engineering Degrees

New pathways in physics and engineering connect liberal arts learning with high-demand
STEM careers and graduate opportunities. June 15, 2026

Oglethorpe named a 2026-27 College of Distinction

Oglethorpe University recognized for engaged learning and strong student outcomes.
June 15, 2026

U.S. Rep. Nikema Williams secured $950,000 for the development as part of the fiscal
year 2023 Community Project Funding in Congress. March 26, 2026

Morehouse School of Medicine Receives Nearly $1 Million For New Research
Building 

Morehouse College Selects Dr. Herman Holt Jr. to Lead STEM Division into
Evolving Era of Research and Innovation

Holt’s appointment comes as the College strengthens STEM education, drives academic
excellence, and expands opportunities in emerging technologies to prepare students to
lead in a rapidly evolving workforce. June 11, 2026

Spelman College Appoints Dr. Ayanna Howard, Renowned Roboticist, Higher
Education Leader, its 12th President 

Nationally recognized AI pioneer, former NASA engineer selected to lead nation’s top-
ranked HBCU into next chapter of excellence and impact. June 5, 2026

https://www.atlantahighered.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
https://den.mercer.edu/building-for-bears-project-advances-with-demolition-of-connell-student-center/
https://den.mercer.edu/u-s-news-ranks-mercer-school-of-medicine-among-best-graduate-medical-schools/
https://www.msm.edu/RSSFeedArticles/2026/March/2026-Match-Day.php
https://oglethorpe.edu/news/oglethorpe-kennesaw-state-expand-pathways-to-physics-and-engineering-degrees/
https://oglethorpe.edu/news/oglethorpe-university-recognized-as-a-2026-27-college-of-distinction/
https://www.msm.edu/RSSFeedArticles/2026/March/federal-funding.php
https://www.msm.edu/RSSFeedArticles/2026/March/federal-funding.php
https://news.morehouse.edu/morehouse-college-herman-holt-stem
https://news.morehouse.edu/morehouse-college-herman-holt-stem
https://www.spelman.edu/news/2026/06/spelman-college-appoints-dr-ayanna-howard-renowned-roboticist-higher-education-leader-its-12th-president.html
https://www.spelman.edu/news/2026/06/spelman-college-appoints-dr-ayanna-howard-renowned-roboticist-higher-education-leader-its-12th-president.html
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UGA Reaffirmed as APLU Innovation and Economic Prosperity University

UWG Launches Strategic Planning Process

 The University of West Georgia has launched UWG Next, a comprehensive and
collaborative strategic planning initiative that will guide the institution's priorities through
its 125th anniversary in 2031 and beyond. May 1, 2026

This designation recognizes institutions that demonstrate a substantive, sustainable and
institution-wide commitment to and strategy for regional economic engagement, growth
and economic opportunity. May 13, 2026

UWG Debate Team Captures Regents Cup Championship 

The University of West Georgia Debate Team earned the 2026 University System of
Georgia Regents Cup title, highlighting the strength of a rising generation of student
debaters and the continued excellence of one of the nation's most respected collegiate
debate programs. May 21, 2026

 A Decade in Top 20
 For the 10th consecutive year, UGA placed in the top 20 among the nation’s best public
universities, according to U.S. News & World Report’s 2026 rankings.

UGA’s recently established School of Medicine extended admission offers to prospective
students for its inaugural class amid incredible demand. More than 2,000 applications
were submitted during a condensed two-week admissions cycle. April 21, 2026

School of Medicine extends admission offers for inaugural class - UGA Today

https://www.atlantahighered.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
https://news.uga.edu/uga-reaffirmed-as-aplu-innovation-and-economic-prosperity-university/
https://www.westga.edu/news/around-campus/uwg-next-strategic-planning.php
https://www.westga.edu/news/academics/scfm/debate-regents-cup-win.php
https://www.westga.edu/news/academics/scfm/debate-regents-cup-win.php
https://news.uga.edu/a-decade-in-the-top-20/
https://news.uga.edu/school-of-medicine-extends-admission-offers-for-inaugural-class/


8atlantahighered.org

NEWS FROM ARCHE SUMMER 2026

ARCHE BOARD MEMBERS

Leocadia Zak
President
Agnes Scott College
Executive Committee,
Member-at-large

David Barnett
President
Brenau University
 

George T French
President
Clark Atlanta
University
ARCHE Board Past
Chair

Georj Lewis
President
Clayton State University
ARCHE Board Vice Chair

Victor Aloyo
President
Columbia Theological
Seminary

Leah Ward Sears
Interim President
Emory University

Jann Joseph
President
Georgia Gwinnett
College

Angel Cabrera
President
Georgia Institute of
Technolofgy

M. Brian Blake
President
Georgia State
University
Executive Committee,
Member-at-large

Herman “Skip” Mason
President
Interdenominational
Theological Center

https://www.atlantahighered.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
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ARCHE BOARD MEMBERS

F. Dubois Bowman
President
Morehouse College
ARCHE Board
Treasurer

Valerie Montgomery Rice
President
Morehouse School of
Medicine
 

Kathryn McClymond
President
Oglethorpe
University
 

Ayanna Howard
President
Spelman College

Jere Morehead
President
University of Georgia

Michael Johnson
President
University of West
Georgia

Kathy Schwaig
President
Kennesaw State
University
ARCHE Board Chair

Penny Elkins
President
Mercer University
Executive Committee,
Member at large

https://www.atlantahighered.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-council-for-higher-education/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHigherEd/
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