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National Study Highlights Atlanta as a U.S. Higher Education Powerhouse

Atlanta, GA — February 11, 2026 — The Atlanta Regional Council for Higher Education
(ARCHE), a consortium of 18 colleges and universities across the Atlanta metropolitan region,
released Higher Education in America’s Metropolitan Areas and Atlanta’s Prominence, a
comprehensive national study assessing higher education capacity in the 45 largest U.S.
metropolitan regions.

The report found that the Atlanta region ranked in the top ten nationally for the following fields:
Information Technology and Computer Science, Engineering, Natural and Physical Sciences,
and Education degrees. Atlanta is also a leader in bachelor’s degrees conferred, graduate and
undergraduate enrollment and grant research economic impact.

The report analyzes student enrollment, degrees awarded, and university finances to show how
metro areas leverage higher education to drive economic growth, innovation and workforce
development.

With a special focus on Atlanta’s role in the national landscape, the report highlights that the
region now ranks among the top metropolitan areas in the United States for academic research,
STEM degree production and educational attainment.

The report outlines Atlanta’s exceptional constellation of colleges and universities, including
major public and private research institutions, liberal arts colleges, two nationally ranked
women’s colleges, and four Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) in the Atlanta
University Center. More than 40 higher education institutions in the Atlanta region contribute to
the area’s standing as the #1 Most Educated City in America, according to Forbes (2024).

“Atlanta’s higher education ecosystem is a national model,” said ARCHE Executive Director
Tracey Brantley. “The diversity, quality, and research strength of our institutions create
unparalleled resources for students, employers, and the community.”

STEM Excellence and Workforce Development

Atlanta is a national leader in the growing demand for STEM fields. While the U.S. share of
STEM degrees has risen from 18.5 percent in 2014 to 23.5 percent in 2022, Atlanta’s rankings in
engineering, Information Technology (IT), natural sciences and physical sciences all exceed its
population and GDP rankings.



Among 45 U.S. metro regions, Atlanta ranks:

#2 in total IT and Computer Science degrees

#2 in master’s degrees in I'T and Computer Science

#3 in undergraduate degrees in I'T and Natural Sciences
#4 in undergraduate Engineering and Physical Sciences
#3 in doctoral Engineering

#3 in doctoral Education

Institutional Strength and Research Capacity
The Atlanta region is one of the nation’s strongest research hubs, ranking:

#4 in research spending

#5 in federal grant receipts

#6 in total operating revenue

#6 in institutional housing capacity

#6 in total bachelor’s degrees conferred

Enrollment Strength and Equity
The region’s institutions attract and support a diverse student body, ranking:

#2 nationally in Black undergraduate and graduate enrollment
#5 in graduate full-time enrollment
#S in first-time, full-time Pell Grant recipients

A Higher Education Leader in the Southeast
In comparison to other Southeast metro regions, Atlanta is the top provider of college degrees
overall. Atlanta ranks:

#1 in Engineering, IT, Communications & Media, Education, Policy Studies, Natural
Sciences, and Physical Sciences

#2 in Business (behind Miami)

#2 in Mathematics, Statistics & Computation (behind Dallas)

#3 in Medical & Health Sciences (behind Miami, Dallas, and Washington, D.C.)

#3 in Arts (behind Orlando and Dallas)

About the Study

Higher Education in America’s Metropolitan Areas and Atlanta’s Prominence provides
comparative data on enrollment, degree production, institutional revenue, and research
investment across major U.S. metro regions.

About ARCHE
The Atlanta Regional Council for Higher Education (ARCHE) is a consortium of 18 colleges and
universities in the Atlanta metropolitan area. ARCHE promotes collaboration among institutions



to expand educational opportunities, enrich student experiences and strengthen the region
through shared resources, research, and leadership. More information and a report download
option are available at https://www.atlantahighered.org/reports/
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